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4.3 Progress check at age two policy                                         December 2022
Policy statement
The progress check at age two aims to:

· review a child’s development

· celebrate areas where the child is making good progress

· identify any areas of concern or where progress is not as expected, so that parents, practitioners and other professionals such as speech and language therapists, physiotherapists or dieticians can put appropriate support in place

· help parents to understand their child’s needs and enhance their child’s development at home

· invite parents to share their unique knowledge about their child, family and culture
· Collating of information is unique to each child and family and factors in any bnarriers to communication. 
Both the setting and the family benefit from sharing information and resources. As practitioners, we can deepen our understanding of children’s lives, families and communities and use this understanding to celebrate diversity through the resources and play activities we offer.

The child’s key person, who usually knows the child best, should take the lead in completing the progress check at age two, which will be informed by:

· professional judgement and careful observation

· the voice of the child

· the views of the child’s parents – parents are experts on their own child

· views of any other professionals such as GPs or health visitors, if appropriate

All children have the right to be listened to and valued in the setting. With the right support, children can identify what they have enjoyed or found difficult and assess their own progress. Very young children, including children with SEND, may tell us what they are thinking and feeling through words, or they might use gestures, actions and body language
Procedure
· Settings should take guidance from their local authority as to when the progress check at age two is completed; if no such guidance is provided, the progress check is completed when the child is between 26 and 30 months old. The child should be attending the setting for at least 1 half term before the check is completed and be settled enough for the practitioner to gain a understanding of the child’s individual development. The Cygnets Milton Pre School follows non statutory guidance published by the Department of Education when completing a progress two check. available here
· Once the timing of the child’s progress check is confirmed, parents are invited to discuss their child’s progress and well-being at a mutually convenient time via telephone. Practitioners explain the purpose of the check and the benefits of working in partnership to gain an holistic view of their child. 
· The setting must seek to engage both parents and make allowance for parents who do not live with their child to be involved.
· We aim to include the views of outside professionals involved in supporting the child and/or family.  
Completing the progress check at age two
· On-going observational assessment informs the progress check and must be referred to. The Cygnet Milton Pre School uses the non-statutory guidance Development Matters, available here
· Children’s contributions are included in the report. Staff must be ‘tuned in’ to the ways in which very young children, or those with speech or other developmental delay or disability, communicate. 
· The key person must be clear about the aims of the progress check as follows:
· to review a child’s development in the three prime areas of the EYFS

· to ensure that parents have a clear picture of their child’s development

· to enable practitioners to understand the child’s needs and, with support from practitioners, enhance development at home

· note areas where a child is progressing well and identify any areas where progress is less than expected

· describe actions the provider intends to take to address any developmental concerns (working with other professionals as appropriate)

· Progress two development summaries are completed on Famly. Summaries are to include.
· A key person summary

· Summary of the three prime areas of learning

· Assess the prime areas of learning according to their own knowledge and information gathered from parents/carers and outside professionals.

· A brief account of the conversation and views between the key person and parents/carers is also included in the summary. 

· Summaries are shared with parents/carers via Famly 

· Where any concerns about a child’s learning and development are raised these are discussed with the parents and the SENCo. 
· If concerns arise about a child’s welfare, they must be communicated to the setting DP for child protection and procedure must follow 1.2 Safeguarding and Child Protection policy.
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